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ART MUSEUM WILL ADD GALLERIES AND LIBRARY 


The Cleveland Museum of Art will build a new addition housing nine 
galleries and the Museum library. The groundbreaking ceremony will 
take place on Monday, July 19, at 10 am, at the construction site on 
the west side of the Museum. 

The addition will enable the Museum to reinstall and add to its 
collections of Western art of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth 
centuries, and to consolidate its book, photograph, and slide libraries, 
which have outgrown several separate areas of the present building. 

Peter van Dijk, partner in charge of design for the Cleveland-based 
firm of Dalton, van Dijk, Johnson & Partners, is the architect, and the 
R. P. Carbone Construction Company of Cleveland is contractor for the 
project . 

Mrs. Edward A. Kilroy, Jr., and George Oliva, Jr., trustees of the 
Museum, are co-chairmen of the campaign to raise funds for the new wing. 
With funds in hand donated by Museum trustees and friends of the Museum, 
an additional $2.5 million is needed. 

The Museum library contains more than 110,000 volumes and periodicals 
and almost 400,000 slides and photographs. It continues to grow with the 
Museum’s collection. Any major purchase, archaeological discovery, or 
important study of almost any aspect of the history of art necessitates 


additions to the Museum library. A staff of twenty-four fulltime employees 
serves approximately five thousand readers annually, who include visiting 
curators, scholars, graduate students, and Museum staff and members. There 
is no comparable art museum library between New York and Chicago. 

Five large galleries and four small galleries will occupy the third 
floor of the new wing, accessible from the existing galleries. Painting, 
sculpture, and decorative arts of the later Western tradition will be 
installed in these galleries, fitting into the present chronological arrangement. 

The original Museum building, designed by Hubbell & Benes, is a Beaux 
Arts neoclassical structure which opened to the public in 1916. An addition 
of 115,000 square feet, which nearly doubled gallery space for the growing 
collection, was designed by Hays and Ruth and dedicated in 1958. In 1970 
a 110,000 square foot three-story wing, designed by Marcel Breuer and Hamilton 
Smith, was added, containing two large special exhibition galleries, lecture 
and recital halls, classrooms and offices. 

This much smaller third addition — about 33,650 square feet on three floors — 
is designed to serve the Museum’s space requirements for the next quarter- 
century. Construction is expected to be completed in the summer of 1983. 
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